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Ait 2hulane stant 


if the nizsht of 15 or 1¢ april 1y49, fire broke out =t the Lek Pharmaceutical 
oad: gesearch slant on Celovska Street, Ljubljana, in the soction used for 
drying drug compourcs. Fire dana;ses have been estimated at 5u0,(00 dinars, 
but it is likely that the total less far cxeceds this amount becaus e of the 
Gifficulty in re.lecing 60 pounds of drug compounds used in the production 
of bellatusal, Codeine and astmefilin. dAp.arently, the night vatehnan, 
ivan vavlovic, an arden: Communist and relatively new em-loyec, nevzlectcd 
vo turn o.f two of the three electric heaters in this section, but instead 
shut off the ventilator at 2200 hours, Fire broke out about half on hour 
later, Three comp-nics of the Ljubljana fire brizade manared to stop it 
fron spreading to the plant warehouse where four pounds of sthor and 2 larze 
quadtity of gasoline vere stored. 


2. Fifteen ULB operatives snd a detachnent of armed zilitia prouptly arrived 


on the scene. <saviovie, Henrik Repic, the plant. director, ‘Ira Lahovnix, 
plant trace union chief. ana Janko Rotar, day-time guard, were held for an 
interrogation whie:n las:ed until the followin; afternoon. 4111 were then 
releasea with the oxee,lon of Tavlcevic, who was taken to the UDB Central 
raison in Ljubljan:. 
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3. Low wages and hagardcus vorking conditions at tuo Lek plant in Men ses have 


| nade it difficult for the plant to keep skillec workers. 4 shorta:e of stone 
| Waaséne anc other workers has delayed completion cf a new building for the 
nenufacture of other. .t the sane tine, Lek is uneble to finance further 
work on tuls buile.n. bocause of its dct to the Yusoslav National 3:.nk of 
2,90L,0LU dinars, which wore borrowse for purchases of inportea raw moterial. 


4. “Meanwhile, Ur.  vilaeim soch, technical director  f the Jenzes plant, is 
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econtinula: ies res aareh worit on extracts, primarily, belladonna, Oviua, and 
"filicis maris Hec enti dy » he ordercu the plant to start using bluck rye 
horns (sic) in ‘the precuction of rye extract. apart fro. his work ai Lek, 
Soch is practising medicine in nearby villases 2nu has alle sedly won the 
respect of the Local eitigenry. 
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